
 

 

 

Year 6 Newsletter 

 
Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

A very Happy New Year to you all! We hope you have had a lovely Christmas break and managed 

to spend some well-earned relaxing time with your children. 

 

Thank-You 

As a team, we are continually impressed not only by the enthusiasm and hard-working attitudes 

that our Year 6 pupils demonstrate, but also their kind and thoughtful responses to people less 

fortunate than themselves. This was particularly evident at the end of last term when learning 

the importance of the Christmas story and message. The children came up with the idea of 

putting together a hamper for a local food-bank charity. The centre in Merton seemed genuinely 

overwhelmed by the huge hamper which was delivered just before Christmas. Many vulnerable 

families will have benefited from your generosity, so thank you for all your contributions. 

On behalf of all the Year 6 staff, thank you also for the extremely kind gifts you gave us this 

Christmas; they were very much appreciated. 

   
Curriculum overview for this half term (please refer to the topic web for further details)  

 

Subject  Main Learning 

Literacy  Work based around the book ‘Floodland’ by Marcus Sedgwick 

 Persuasive letter 

 Survival guide including instructions 

 Suspense story  

 Narrative Flashback 

Spelling and 

Grammar 

 Colons, Semi-colons and dashes 

 Punctuation for Parentheses 

 Year 5/6 word list  

 Past tense spellings 

 Plurals 

Maths  Decimals and Percentages 

 Algebra 

 Measurement 

Science  The heart and circulatory system 

 Humans and Other Animals 

Creative Curriculum  Amazing Americas – biomes and biodiversity of regions within the American Continents 

 Aspects of Human Geography within those regions. 

 Locating places on a map with lines of longitude and latitude 

 Observational sketching of seashells  

 Watercolour work – Hokusai and Turner 

 

SATs Preparation 

This term we will be focussing more on preparing the children for the tests that they will sit in May.  Each piece of writing 

that the children now complete in class will count towards their final writing mark awarded to them in June.  As a result, the 

children will be focussing on using the entire range of punctuation accurately and making sure a wide range of grammar 

constructs are shown throughout their work. Spelling is also an area that needs to be as accurate as possible. 

The children will have weekly comprehension lessons which will have more of an emphasis on working within set time 

restraints.  Maths lessons will continue covering the Year 6 curriculum within set groups.  We will also be inviting some 

children to additional sessions both within school and before school.  

  

Whilst the children will be more aware of the SATs, we aim to do this in a manner that does not worry them and allows us to 

continue teaching in an engaging and balanced way.  The children will be taking practise SATS the week before half-term.  

These will be the 2017 papers, so please do not work on this set at home!  We will feedback these results at the Parents’ 

Consultation the week after half-term.  

 

 



 

 

Share My Learning 

Thursday 17th January is an opportunity for children to share their work with their adults. Please do feel free to come into 

school and enjoy reading through your child/ren’s work in his or her classroom.  The children are always so proud of their 

learning and keen to show off their progress.  

 

Reminders: 

Homework and Homework diaries 

This will continue in line with the homework timetable handed out at the start of the autumn term.  The children will broadly 

be receiving: 

A spelling list per week or set of rules to learn. 

One piece of maths. 

One piece of literacy. 

One reading comprehension task and regular reading of a variety of genres at home. 

A science task on alternate weeks. 

A short French task. 

We thank you for your continued support with encouraging the children to organise and complete their homework on time. 

 

Please record any books that your child is reading at home in the homework diary and sign it. We will check them every 

Monday.  
  

Equipment for lessons 

Please ensure that your child is fully equipped each day for school, including bringing in a blue handwriting pen (no biros), 

pencil, glue, water bottle and full PE kit. We would welcome any donations of tissues. 

 

Snacks 

Please remember that your child should have a healthy snack (no crisps, chocolate or sweets) that conforms to the school 

policy of no nuts. 

 

Hair 

All hair that is shoulder length needs to be tied neatly back.  Long fringes also need to be clipped or kept out of children’s 

eyes with a hairband. 

 

We are looking forward to the new term ahead and appreciate the support and encouragement you give to your child.  If you 

have any queries, please do not hesitate to contact us.  

 

Kind regards, 

 

Mrs Adamson, Mrs Lawless, Mr Saller and Mr Surkitt    
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