
 

 

 

Year 5 Newsletter 

 

Dear parents, 

 

Here is an overview of what we will be doing between now and Christmas. 

         

Curriculum overview for this half term (please refer to the topic web for further details)  

 

Subject  Main Learning 

Literacy  Power of Reading book study – Wonder (please do not read this in 

advance or watch the film as it does slightly spoil the lessons). 

 Grammar – We will be continuing to work on sentence structure 

(simple, compound and complex); developing understanding of when 

to start a new paragraph; and introducing the use of fronted 

adverbials to identify where, when and how something happens. We 

are encouraging use of time connectives such as: then, after, 

although, meanwhile and firstly. We are exploring character in more 

detail including using synonyms to show range of emotion. 

 Transcription – application of spelling knowledge; handwriting practice 

with a focus on joined up writing. 

 Composition and effect – We are continuing to write with attention to 

the reader, allowing children to consider and evaluate different 

viewpoints and put this across in their writing. Children are now 

expected to independently use dictionaries and thesauruses in order 

to expand their vocabulary choices.  

 Reading –   Greater emphasis on citing evidence from the text to 

support their understanding of characters and key events. We 

continue to explore and discuss the effect of authors’ use of language 

on the reader. 

 

Spelling  Science, history and maths vocabulary. 

 Introduce Year 5 & 6 statutory spelling words. 

 Dictation passages to use words in context. 

 

Maths  Statistics 

 Multiplication and division 

 Perimeter and area 

  

Science  Forces – gears, levers and pulleys. 

 Rube Goldberg machine (child-led investigative work). 

 

Creative 

Curriculum 

 History – Tudor Times. Buildings, explorers and discoveries. 

 Geography – comparing Tudor and modern World maps. 

 

 

 

 

This Term Watch Out For: 

 

Christmas Fair Saturday 7th  December  

Christmas 

Shows and 

costume. 

Week beginning Monday 9th December  

Please could you provide a Christmas t-shirt for your child.  This could be red, 

green, gold, silver or Christmas themed.  Please not any football t-shirts or 

ones with excessive writing. Thank you.  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reminders 

 

 In addition to your child is regularly reading a chapter book and recording reflective 

comments in their diaries please find time to read aloud to your child from a range of 

story books (audio books can also be fun). 

 PE kits must WCPS kit and should include: school t-shirt, shorts/jogging bottoms, and sports 

shoes. Please include a navy sweatshirt for outdoor PE at this time of year. The PE kit 

should always be in school during term time. 

 Please sign your child’s diary at the end of every week. Use the diary as a 

communication book. 

 

Snacks 

Please remember that WCPS is a ‘Healthy School’. Please provide your child with a healthy 

snack that conforms to the school policy of no nuts, no crisps and no chocolate. 

 

 

Stationery 

Thank you so much for providing your children with whiteboard pens, this has helped us 

enormously. Please could you continue to equip your children with plain glue sticks and pens. 

 

Donations of boxes of tissues are always gratefully received. 

 

If you have any queries, please do not hesitate to contact us.  

 

Kind regards, 

 

Miss Boyt, Mrs Darlington, Mrs Frost, Mrs Hampshire and Mrs Byford-Guy,  

 

 

       

  


