
 

 

 

Year 3  Newsletter Autumn 1 

 

Dear Parents,     

 

What a delight it was to see the children back in class after such a long break! They have 

returned with great enthusiasm and excitement and are more than pleased to be with their 

friends. They are smart and organised, so thank you for your part in this! They have taken the 

new routines in their stride and we are proud of their start to Year 3.  

 

We are aware that the children’s concentration, teamwork and ability to settle into a routine 

will need to be re-honed and we have made sure that the activities we have planned are 

helping to focus those skills.  We have planned this carefully and sensitively into our teaching 

programme and are adapting lessons and lesson timings accordingly.  When the weather 

allows, we have been taking the children outside to learn too.  

 

Adjusting back into their school routine, we have noticed that the children do seem to be 

quite hungry before lunch.  You may like to make sure that your child has a little larger snack 

than usual for break! (Please remember: healthy and no nuts!) 

 

Drop-off and collection has worked better than last week - thank you. However, can we 

remind you that children must not enter the school premises or building before their allotted 

time. They should also be collected at their allocated time and leave school immediately.  

As parents, please leave the premises if you have children in other year groups and are 

waiting, and maintain social distancing at all times.  

 

Our Meet The Teacher session will be held virtually this year, so please do look out for 

communications about this. The PowerPoint Meet the teacher video will be available on the 

school website by Friday 18th September and parents are welcome to email or telephone if 

they have any further queries following this. 

 

Below is a little more academic detail for the next half term, however, it will be a flexible plan 

as we will react to the children’s needs as they arise.  

         

Curriculum overview for this half term (please refer to the topic web for further details)  

 

Topic:  Ancient Egypt 

We are excited to be starting a new topic over the next couple of weeks 

with History as a lead subject. 

Our main learning links to other subjects will be made through the wider 

concepts of Civilisation, Happiness, Resilience and Friendship 

Subject  Main Learning 

English Speaking and Listening, Reading and Writing: ‘The Egyptian Cinderella’ by 

Shirley Climo will be used as our class book study and stimuli for these 

subjects. (Please don’t read in advance). 

Grammar: Checking and developing aspects of the Y2 curriculum and 

moving on where appropriate. 

Spelling: Revision of the Year 1 & 2 statutory words as well as Year 2 and 3 

spelling rules where appropriate.  

Maths Place value: consolidating knowledge from Year 2 (where needed) and 



moving onto Year 3 objectives. 

Addition and subtraction: consolidating knowledge from Year 2 (where 

needed) and moving onto Year 3 objectives. 

Number fact fluency: (supporting the children to have the following facts at 

their fingertips) 

 Addition and subtraction facts for each number to (and within) 5, 10 

and 20 (e.g. 2 + ? = 5, 6 + ? = 10, 12 + ? = 15, 17 + ? = 20) 

 Multiples of 100 with a total of 1000 (e.g. 300 + 700)  

 Multiples of 5 with a total of 100 (e.g. 35 + 65) 

Science Forces and Magnets 

Scientific enquiry skills: observing, predicting, planning, recording, 

concluding and evaluating. 

Computing E-safety 

Foundation 

Subjects 

History: Understanding chronology and an overview of life in Ancient Egypt 

Geography: Egypt’s location and main physical features 

Art: Drawing skills - mark marking, watercolour - blending, artist focus - 

Kandinsky 

RE: Signs and symbols 

PE: Athletics and cricket 

Music:  Identifying musical instruments and exploring rhythm 

PSHE Friendships, resilience, reconnecting and re-engaging within the classroom 

environment 

 

Diaries 

Children write down their homework in their diaries. It is vital that the children are able to 

write their homework into their diary independently and that this is checked by an adult at 

home (this is good practice for Upper Key Stage 2). Please also sign the diary at the end of 

each week to confirm you have seen the week’s homework. These books are also a useful 

means of communication – please tell your child to show their diary to their teacher if you 

have written a message in it. The diaries will be checked every Monday by an adult at school 

(3C will also have theirs checked on a Friday). 

 

Homework 
 This term we will be using our online platform to set homework.  This will roll out in the next 

two weeks.  

 In the meantime ensure that your child is regularly reading (ideally every day).  

 We will also be asking children to practise their basic maths number fact recall. 

 Please check your child’s homework diary each week and sign at the bottom of the 

page - you can also use this as a communication book between home and school. 

 

Reading  

Reading is such a crucial part of the children’s learning and we would like them to continue 

the good habits formed in KS1. This means reading ideally each day for about ten to fifteen 

minutes and asking an adult to record what they have read in their Reading Record. In an 

effort to increase the children’s independence, in KS2 it is the child’s responsibility to change 

their reading book and to write the new title in the appropriate box in their Reading Record 

book. Children will be given time on a Tuesday and Thursday to change their reading book if 

they need to. In addition to banded reading books, children will be encouraged to choose 

books from their class book corners or home to read in school. Please ensure your child has 

their school reading book with them every day. An adult will read with your child when time 

permits. When teachers have assessed that the children’s reading is sufficiently fluent, they 

will move on from banded reading books and just have one chapter book of their choice 

which they are reading. We aim to encourage a love of reading in all the children and will 

provide opportunities for them to read non-fiction texts. 

 



Parent Consultations  

We will be holding our IESP and Parent Consultations virtually on Google Meet.  You will 

receive more information on dates and how to book your appointments online in due 

course. Please do call in for a telephone appointment if you would like to speak to any of us 

in the meantime.  

 

PE Kit 

A reminder that children should have a clearly labelled PE kit in school on the days they have 

PE. As much as possible, these lessons will be outside (weather permitting). We would ask that 

you provide a plastic bag inside your child’s PE bag where they can place their trainers (if 

they get slightly muddy from being on the field). If your child’s class has PE at the end of a 

school day then they will be dismissed wearing their PE kits. This gives the opportunity for the 

kits to be washed weekly in accordance with the school’s current guidelines. 

 

Wet Play Equipment 

If you have any good quality games or activities that you no longer need at home, we would 

be very pleased to accept them for our wet play stock.  Children enjoy playing board and 

card games during wet playtimes.  

 

Thank you in advance for all of your support and donations of tissues and hand gel! If you 

have any queries, please do not hesitate to contact us.  

 

Kind regards, 

 

Ms Cunningham, Mrs Evans, Mrs Hornsby, Mrs Qadir, Mr Saller and Mrs Warner 


