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Thursday 21st October 2021 

Dear Parents, 

Welcome to WInter! 

With half term fast approaching we will soon be welcoming winter with all the excitement of the 

lead up to Christmas, but also the community dealing with the coughs, colds and illness season! 

Firstly, thank you to the whole community for keeping up the hygiene and monitoring of sickness 

regimes which has helped keep the number of positive COVID-19 cases at school relatively low - 

we know that some of the schools in our cluster have been severely challenged by the number of 

cases that have affected them (in one local school nearby there were over a hundred cases in a 

week). Of course, those schools have similar safety procedures in place so it is important for us all to 

continue to be aware and mitigate risks as much as we can. 

With that in mind, we do hope that you all  have a good half term break next week, but we would 

ask you to continue to inform the school over the break if your child does have a positive PCR test 

result.  

We would appreciate it if you could observe the following procedures: 

● If your child develops COVID-19 symptoms at any time over half term, please 

contact school via email: parentsupportadvisor@wimbledonchase.merton.sch.uk 

● We know that the symptoms of COVID-19 are a new, continuous cough, a high 

temperature, or a loss of, or change in, the normal sense of taste or smell (anosmia). 

● However, the head of Merton Public Health has informed us of some newer 

symptoms that they have asked us to make you aware of that have also been 

leading to positive tests: they include stomach ache, headache and flu like 

symptoms. They advise that if your child has any of these symptoms then it would 

be worth getting a PCR test to check that it is not the virus. 

● If your child develops symptoms of COVID-19, they should get a PCR test and 

remain at home until the result is known. 

● If negative, the child can end isolation. If positive, the child should isolate until at 

least 10 days after their symptoms appear. 

● We know that NHS Test & Trace will ask you of any close contacts after a positive 

test (e.g. play dates etc.) The small number of children who have been identified as 

contacts of the confirmed case receive guidance from NHS Test and Trace and will 

be advised to take a PCR test. 
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● If you think your child is a close contact but has not been contacted directly by 

NHS Test and Trace please follow the guidance here (please click) 

● All parents are advised to continue with the routine twice weekly asymptomatic 

Lateral Flow Device COVID-19 testing of those aged 11 and above in the 

household. 

If you are travelling abroad at half term, please adhere to the latest Government requirements 

which can be found here.  

Finally, please remember that if you are unsure about whether to send your child to school 

because of their health then do phone the office for advice. 

We are continuing with our key messages that: 

1. Testing remains important in reducing the risk of transmission of infection within schools - this 

includes staff and the local community continuing with LFD tests. The guidance is that LFD 

tests are designed for asymptomatic testing and anyone with COVID-19 symptoms should 

have a PCR test. 

2. Good hygiene routines are key, including frequent and thorough hand cleaning especially 

with the Norovirus season upon us.  

3. Maintain the ‘catch it, bin it, kill it’ approach. 

4. Appropriate cleaning regimes are maintained. 

5. Occupied spaces are kept well ventilated. 

Please keep children at home if they are at all unwell, even if they are not displaying typical 

COVID-19 symptoms. The NHS informs us that they are expecting higher levels of usual winter bugs 

this year and our priority remains to keep our community well and minimise disruption to our 

education provision. 

Our updated School Risk Assessment and Frequently Asked Questions can be found on the school 

website under Protective Measures (please click here). 

Have a happy half term break (back to school on Tuesday 2nd November). 

Best wishes 

 
Mr. K. Ellis 

Headteacher 

 

For further information and guidance:  

How to order a PCR test if you or your child has COVID-19 symptoms: 

https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test 

How to order a rapid COVID-19 test for asymptomatic testing: https://maps.test-and-

trace.nhs.uk  

How to report your rapid COVID-19 test results: https://www.gov.uk/report-covid19-result or 

call 119 (free from mobile or landline)  
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